Teen philanthropists invest in Winnipeg

Youth granting program distributes $115,741 to local charities

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE, MAY 12, 2009   

This year, Winnipeg high school students will provide medical equipment for Siloam Mission, fund artists overcoming mental health challenges at Artbeat Studio, supply snacks for an after school program for newcomer youth at Immigrant and Refugee Community Organization of Manitoba, and help more than one hundred other community projects. The support comes in the form of grants made through The Winnipeg Foundation’s Youth in Philanthropy (YiP) program. The program celebrates this year’s grants at a special event for participating students and grant recipients to be held at 7:30pm at Canad Inns Fort Garry, Celebrations Theatre, 1824 Pembina Highway. Media are invited to attend.

Youth in Philanthropy is an initiative of The Winnipeg Foundation that gives local youth responsibility for allocating a portion of the Foundation’s granting budget. In 2008-09, student grantmakers made 164 grants to a wide range of charities, for a total of $115,741. More than 300 students, representing 22 Winnipeg high schools and the Boys and Girls Club of Winnipeg, participated in the program this year.

 

“Through Youth in Philanthropy, we see how much this generation cares about our community and its future,” says Richard L. Frost, Chief Executive Officer of The Winnipeg Foundation. “The program helps youth gain insight into the needs of the charitable community, as well as leadership skills that will last them a lifetime. We commend them for their hard work and thoughtful grant recommendations.”

YiP is a year-long, student-led extracurricular project that sees youth identifying areas of focus, researching community charities and visiting organizations before deciding how to award $5,000 in grant money provided by The Winnipeg Foundation. YiP committees also establish high school endowment funds which generate interest to augment granting in future years. 

The Winnipeg Foundation, your centre for community philanthropy, is a community foundation that supports local registered charities through income earned by permanently endowed funds given by donors from all walks of life. Last year the Foundation made grants totaling more than $19.2 million to more than 650 organizations, including grants recommended by Youth in Philanthropy committees.
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